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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London ; ” Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. ‘A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 143. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 





Reference in “ Board 


| of Trade Journal.” 
Samples. 








Date. Page, 





Woollen Sashes (*‘ Kusbaks”) sold in Turkey _... 15th Apr., 1909 | 109 
Candelilla Plant and Wax produced therefrom in Mexico | m ie 135 
Blanket required by Norwegian Naval Authorities -. | 25th Mar., os 556 
Cloth, stated to be of Austrian make, sold at Monastir ... | 18th Z }! 510 
Court Plaster (German) and Paper (Dutch), both bearing | 

British Royal Arms, sold in Spain ee 25th Feb., , 371 
Woollen Blanket required by Egyptian Prisons Department 7 a M 358 
Standard Fair Average Quality Western Australian 

Wheat of 1908-9... ode one + . . 389 
‘‘ Vegetable” Asbestos produced in Chungking ose --- | 24th Dec., 1908 | 620 
Silk from Wild Cocoons in Manchuria ... ese | L7th ,, 574 
“ Machetes ”’ sold in Panama so a , 546 
Cardigan Jackets and * Shal”’ sold at Diarbekir . ee | 10th ,, 494 
Rice and Cotton from Bolivia tea end .. | 12th Nov. 333 
Cotton Goods sold in Turkey aia ies as «| 20th Oct. ,, 204 
Bean Oil from Japan .. 9 jas yee | 22nd ,, 184 
Filasse produced from Ramie fibre ait BY om nk ee 129 
Copper Ore from Trebizond . ii aba ul a | el Si 128 














* * Particulars are given on L p. 142 respecting the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 

Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of the Dominion of Canada 
and of Queensland. Statements of the objects and work of these 
offices, and of other Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices, will be found 
on pp. 143-4. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA, 

According to ‘‘ Indian Engineering ” (Calcutta) of 20th March, the 
Steel Water Commissioners of the Corporation of Calcutta 
Main. Girder are prepared to receive tenders for the supply 
Bridges &e and laying of a steel main six feet and five feet 

, &C. diameter in a trench prepared by the Corpora- 
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BRITISH INDIA—continucd, 


tion for its reception. Also for the supply and erection of three 
girder bridges, and the supply and fixing of certain sluice valves, 
air valves, branches, &c. 

The specification and form of agreement may be obtained on 
application to the Secretary of the Corporation on payment of , 
Rs. 5, which sum will not be returned, and the plans may be seen 
at the Chief Engineer’s Office. 

Tenders are to be addressed to the Vice-Chairman of the Cor- 
poration, Calcutta, endorsed ‘‘ Tender for Steel Pipes,” and are to 
be delivered at the Municipal Office at or before 3 p.m. on the 
14th May, 1909. Tenderers must undertake not to withdraw 
their tender within a period of three months dating from the day 
the tenders are opened in Calcutta. 

Previous to the submission of a tender the tenderer must 
deposit with the Treasurer of the Corporation the sum of Rs. 5,000 
as earnest money for the due performance of the contract, which 
sum is to be increased by the successful tenderer on the acceptance 
of his tender to an amount equal to 5 per cent. of the amount 
tendered for as security for the due performance of the work. 


It will be observed that the limited time for receipt of tenders does 
not permit of their being despatched by post, and the above itima- 
tion is therefore of use only to those firms having agents in India 
whom they can instruct by cable. : 


According to the official “ Indian Trade Journal ” (Calcutta) of 25th 

March, a circular has been issued by the 
Wheat Elevators. Indian Railway Board, in which it is pointed 

out that the extensive additions now being 
made to the Port of Karachi and the steady increase in the 
cultivation of wheat in the Punjab indicate that at no distant date 
the North-Western Railway will, under existing conditions of 
trade, have to deal with a very large tonnage of wheat requiring 
to be delivered at the port within a comparatively short time. 
The Railway Board consider that this possibility is one that 
requires careful examination so that steps may be taken in 
anticipation to meet the reasonable demands of trade, while at 
the same time avoiding the expenditure of a very large amount of 
capital to meet a sudden and comparatively short rush of heavy traffic. 
A suggestion by the Director-General of Commercial Intelligence 
that the introduction of the “elevator” system of dealing with 
wheat would tend to regulate rushes of traffic and at the same 
time be of general benefit both to the merchant and the cultivator, 
was thought worthy of investigation by the Railway Board, and an 
informal committee was appointed to consider the question. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


According to the “Indian and Eastern Engineer” (Calcutta) for 
March, the Government of Madras have accepted 
Dredging Plant; the proposals of the Chief Engineer regarding 
Harbour Works. the improvement of the harbour at Tuticorin. 
Experimental dredging operations are to be 
carried on for a year, and estimates prepared for a new jetty and 
dock or slip. 


According to ‘‘ Indian Engineering ” (Calcutta) of 138th March, 
the Director of Agriculture has, it is understood, 
Machinery Depot obtained the sanction of the local Government 
in the Punjab to the establishment of an agricultural machinery 
* —depét in the Punjab on somewhat similar lines 
to the depét established some time ago in the Central Provinces. 
The local authorities are convinced that the demand for such 
machinery, the practical utility of which has been proved, is 
likely to be large in the Punjab. It is proposed to charge 
purchasers 6} per cent. over cost price on sales of machinery 
stocked, and 2 per cent. on sales bought on specific orders. 


Agricultural 


A Rangoon ‘correspondent of the official “ Indian Trade Journal” 

Oil Refining states that a concern, named the United T'winyo 

Plant. &c Oil Company, with a capital of fifty lakhs of 

Prewicig rupees (about 333,000/.), has been registered 

an, Durms. in Rangoon with a view of working the oilfields 

at Yenangykung and other places, and also to act as refiners and 
transporters. 


The Commercial Agent in Singapore for the State of Victoria 
stated, in a recent letter to the Victorian 
Department of Agriculture, that Northern 
Burma is rich in minerals such as gold, copper, 
tin, &c., but with the exception of river dredg- 
ing, practically nothing has been done in developing mining. 
Recently more attention has been given to the dredging industry, 
and there are indications that, in the near future, further develop- 
ments will take place. 


Mining 
Machinery in 
Northern Burma. 








CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained: — 
HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A West of England firm manufacturing glue and glue powder, 
bone manures, superphosphates, &c. wish to increase business con- 
nections in Canada, particularly as regards glues. 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA — continued. 


A Welsh firm of agricultural implement manufacturers wish to 
appoint agents in Canada. 

A Lancashire firm manufacturing turbine plant wish to be placed 
in communication with colliery and steel works in Canada. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Canadian firm make enquiry for the names of United Kingdom 
makers of boot and shve laces. 

A British Columbia firm wish to secure the representation of 
United Kingdom makers of umbrellas, ribbons, smallwares, buttons, 
tapes, pins, laces, embroidery, hosiery, corsets, whiteware, dress goods, 
silks, waists, children’s headgear, underskirts, skirts, costumes, coats, 
kid gloves, pillows, comforters, novelties, cotton goods, and lace 
curtains. | 

A Vancouver correspondent claiming to have a good connection 
with the wholesale hardware trade wishes to get into touch with 
United Kingdom firms desiring representation in that Province. 

A British Columbia correspondent wishes to secure the repre- 
sentation of United Kingdom firms manufacturing goods suitable 
for the wholesale grocery trade. 

Enquiry is made by a manufacturing company near Montreal 
for the names of United Kingdom pottery manufacturers able to 
supply fancy printed tiles, and coloured glazed tiles; also fire brick, 
fire clay, &c. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 

% * ~ * 

The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London fish salesman asks to be placed in communication with 
Canadian buyers of smoked haddocks, kippers, bloaters, soles, turbots, 
brills and other fish. 

A company manufacturing marine engines suitable for small 
coasting and river steamers would like to get into communication 
with a suitable firm in Canada prepared to act as their resident 
agent. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A firm of general commission agents in Vancouver would like to 
hear from manufacturers of the undermentioned goods seeking 
representation in Western Canada:—Kid gloves, fabric gloves, 
ribbons, silks, smallwares, hosiery, dress goods, prints, muslins, 
flannelettes, ccttons, lace curtains, straw goods (hats, &c.). 
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CANADA—continued. 


A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal is prepared to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of woollens, linings and Nottingham 
laces. 

A manufacturers’ agent and customs broker in New Brunswick 
is willing to undertake a few additional agencies for the Maritime 
Provinces in goods saleable to the wholesale dry goods trade, with 
which he possesses an established connection. 

‘A Montreal correspondent asks to be placed in communication 
with United Kingdom manufacturers of the following goods who 
wish to extend their business in Canada:—Wire rope and wire of 
all kinds, black iron plates, pig iron and iron and steel of all kinds, 
tin plates, cotton and wool waste, and also glue. 


Note.—-For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch,'73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The Board of Trade Correspondent at Winnipeg (Mr. J. Appleton) 
has forwarded a copy of the conditions and form 


Bosca e mage of entry in connection with an international 
7 ht competition for light agricultural motors, to be 
A Be. oF iia held at Winnipeg from 10th to 17th July next 
age during the annual Winnipeg Industrial Ex- 


hibition. All entries must be made on or 
before the Ist June. Mr. Appleton remarks that any exhibit will 
be brought to the notice of agriculturists throughout the Canadian 
West. ‘The use of motors for hauling, ploughing and other farm 
work, he adds, is steadily increasing throughout Western Canada. 

The conditions, &c., may be seen by British firms interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


MALTA, 
The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade is 
informed by the Crown Agents for the Colonies 
that sealed tenders will be received at the office 
of the Receiver-General and Director of Con- 
tracts, Valetta, up'to 11 a.m. on the 23rd April, for the supply 
of stoneware pipes and junctions. ‘Tenders are to be accompanied 
by a deposit of 1U0/., to be made in the office of the Crown Agents 
by tenderers residing in Great Britain not having a representa- 
tive in Malta, and in the Receiver-General’s office at Valetta by 
local tenderers. ‘'he tenderer whose offer is accepted shall be 
held to have bound himself to an agreement, and may be compelled 
to carry out the obligations arising from his tender, even though 
he may not have signed a formal contract. Contract fees are to 
be paid by the contractor. Particulars, specification, &c., may be 
obtained on application to the Crown Agents for the Colonies, 
Whitehall Gardens, London, 8S. W. 





Stoneware Pipes 
and Junctions. 
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EGYPT. 

The London Agent for the Egyptian War Office (Lieut.-Col. J. H. 
Western, U.M.G.) notifies that tenders are 
invited by the Department for the supply of 
studs (rings and buckles), canvas (dowlas- and 
coarse), ropes, hides (collars, bridle and bag), 
and basils. Tender forms may be obtained and samples inspected at 
Lieut.-Col. Western’s offices, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, 
Westminster, S.W., to whom tenders are to be sent not later than 
the first post on 20th May, to remain open for thirty days from 
that date. 


H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban) reports that the Egyptian 
Ministry of Education invite tenders for the 

Sheets, Cloth, supply of :— 

Fh nag 1. 350 dozen serviettes; 1,600 sheets: 500 

AUUFERBES, “bath towels; 2,000 metres of mosquito netting, 
2°20 metres broad ; 520 metres of long cloth, 1:12 metres broad ; 
2,500 metres of braid, 2 centimetres broad. ‘Tenders will be re- 
ceived at the above-named Ministry in Cairo up to 10 a.m, on 
22nd May. 

2. 220 iron bedsteads with metal mattresses. Tenders will be 
received at the above-named Ministry in Cairo up to 10 a.m. on 
20th May. 

3. 220 cotton mattresses, 195 cms. by 90 cms., weighing 16 
kilos. ; 220 cotton bolsters, 90 cms. by 32 cms,, weighing 2°5 kilos. ; 
440 woollen counterpanes, 280 cms. by 170 cms., weighing 1°55 
kilos. Tenders will be received at the above-named Ministry in 
Cairo up to 10 a.m. on 29th May, | 

4. 25,000 dozen reed pens (plumes de roseau) for writing Arabic, 
two pens in one piece. Tenders will be received at the above- 
named Ministry in Cairo up to 10 a.m. on 18th May. 

Tenders for all the above must be made on stamped paper of 
30 milliémes (obtainable from Lieut.-Col. J. H. Western, C.M.G., 
Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, S.W.), and 
should be addressed to the Minister, Chareh El Torka El Gharbi, 
Cairo. 

A copy of the specification and conditions may be seen by British 
firms on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


RUSSIA. 
According to the ‘“ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 1st April, the 
Dalbdingy Visut Russian Government have sanctioned the forma- 
tion of the Oranienbaum Electric Railway 
oe re Company. The object of the company is to 
construct and work a railway to connect St. Petersburg with 
Oranienbaum and Krasnaia Gorka. | 


Studs, Canvas, 
Rope, Hides, 
Basils. 
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The same “ Journal” announces that the New Railways Com- 
mittee, appointed by the Department for Railways, are about to 
examine plans relative to the construction of a railway from 
Tkvatchel to Poti, a distance of 1,400 miles. 


RUSSIA (CAUCASUS), 


H.M. Consul at Batoum (Mr. P. Stevens) reports as follows 
regarding the opening in the Caucasus for agricultural implements 
and for machinery :— 


The Northern Caucasus, being a purely agricultural country, affords 
a good field for the sale of a variety of agri- 
cultural implements. Rostov-on-Don is the 
centre at which most of the leading British 
agricultural implement manufacturers are represented, and to which 
landed proprietors in the provinces of Kuban and Ter and the 
government of Stavropol proceed in order to purchase the imple- 
ments they require for working their lands. Threshing machines 
and engines, as well as machinery of smaller dimensions ordered by 
farmers in the districts referred to, are shipped from the United 
Kingdom to Novorossisk, where they are discharged for conveyance 
by rail to their destination. : 

In addition to locally manufactured implements, such as ploughs, 
a good deal of larger agricultural machinery, of German make, has 
recently been introduced into the district; it is sold at a lower 
price, and on more convenient terms of payment, than British 
manufacturers are prepared to accept, but the results of the work 
executed by the German article are said to be not so satisfactory as 
the work turned out by British-made machinery. 

The use of agricultural implements in the Trans-Caucasus is not 
so general as it is in the Northern Caucasus. In the western 
and south-western portions of the ‘'rans-Caucasus, the land to be 
cultivated lies principally on steep slopes of hills and in marshy 
country. Want of knowledge on the part of the natives as to 
modern methods of working the soil, their impecunious condition, 
and their unwillingness to endeavour to improve the land they 
cultivate, retard the development of the sale of improved agricul- 
tural implements on this side of the main Caucasian chain, although 
in the Eastern Trans-Caucasus and in Central Asia a limited busi- 
ness in agricultural implements of British and local make is annually 
carried on through agencies of the Rostov firms domiciled at Baku 





Agricultural 
Implements. 


On the oilfields, British machinery still holds its name for the best 
. and most reliable articles on the market, and 
Ges end firms already established have been doing good 

Oil Engines. business in spite of the bad times. 
The question of the immediate future on the oilfield is economy 
in fuel; producers are now studying the use of natural gas for 
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firing instead of the use of crude oil as hitherto. A simple con- 
trivance consisting of a centrifugal fan working through pipes 
conducted to the wells, thus creating an exhaust, is coming very 
much into use. In this manner the natural gas issuing from the 
well is collected and stored, being used either for firing boilers or 
as gas in gas motors. ‘There is a good sale for engines and motors 
working on crude oil and more especially those working on natural 


gas. 





DENMARK. 


H.M. Consul at Copenhagen (Mr. L. C. Liddell, M.V.O.) has for- 

warded copies of the conditions and specifica- 

Rails, &. tions relating to a call for tenders by the 

Stubbekjébing-Nykjébing-Nysted Railway and 

Langelands Railway for the supply of rails, &c. ‘Tenders should 

be marked ‘ Tilbud paa Skinner og Forbindelsesdele,” and addressed 

to Ingeni¢r A. Rye Clausen, Ahlefeldtsgade 18 A, Copenhagen, 
where they will be received up to 2 p.m. on 26th April. 

Copies of the conditions and specifications (in Danish) may be 
seen by British manufacturers interested on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 





NETHERLANDS. 
Dam Construction. See notice on p. 129. 





BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) has forwarded 
‘e Licht copies of the conditions of tender issued by the 
een Lig Municipal Authorities of Antwerp for :— 

Insta _— (1) The supply of an electric light installation 

Coal in the building in course of construction for the 
Société de Banque irangaise,” Place de Meir; a deposit of 
1,000 francs (about 401.) will be required. 

(2) The supply of coal for the use of the Antwerp municipality ; 
a deposit of 9,000 francs (about 3601.) will be required. 

Tenders should be enclosed in sealed, registered envelopes, 
addressed, Monsieur le Bourgmestre de la Ville d’Anvers, Hotel- 
de-Ville, Antwerp, and should arrive in the case of (1) not later 
than 26th April, and in the case of (2) not later than 22nd April. 

The conditions of tender (cahiers des charges) may be obtained 
at the Hétel-de-Ville at a cost of 50 centimes each. A copy of 
each may be seen by British firms on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 
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SPAIN. 


The ‘Gaceta de Madrid” of the 28th March contains a decree 
authorising the Spanish Ministro de Fomento 
Optical Apparatus. to make arrangements for an expenditure of 
82,021 pesetas (about 3,000/.) to be applied in 


the purchase of optical apparatus and of other improvements to the 
lanterns of the Tarifa lighthouse. 


The “Gaceta” of 4th April announces that Don Nicolas de 

Escoriaza y Fabro has applied to the Direccién 

Railway Plant. de Obras Piblicas, Madrid, for the concession 

relative to the construction and working of a 

railway from Saédaba to Gallur, and that a period of sixty days 

from the date of the “ Gaceta” is allowed for the presentation of 
competing offers at the above-mentioned Direccién. 


The same ‘‘ Gaceta” notifies that tenders are invited by the Fabrica 
Chiemiians de Polvoras y Explosivos (Artilleria), Granada, 
Products. Coal for the supply of 15,000 kilogs. of raw cotton, 
Pieirsge cies Satie 30,000 kilogs. of nitric acid, 18,000 kilogs. of 
* gulphuric acid, 10,000 kilogs. of alechol, 10,000 

kilogs. of sulphuric anhydride, 14,000 kilogs. of sulphuric ether, 
‘200 metric tons of coal and 100 metric tons of anthracite. Tenders 
will be opened at 10 am. on the 27th April at the above- 
mentioned Fabrica. Local representation is practically necessary. 





SPAIN (BALEARIC ISLES). 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 4th April announces that Mariano 

Gual, Conde de Ayamans and Alfonso de 

Tramway Plant. Chopitea y Castell6 have applied to the 

Direccién de Obras Piblicas for a concession 

for the construction and working of a tramway in Palma de 

Majorca, and that a period of one month from the date of the 

‘“‘Gaceta” is allowed for the presentation of competing offers at 
the above-mentioned Direccién. 





ITALY: 


The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 5th April publishes a decree granting 

to the Societa Nazionale di Ferrovie e Tramvie, 

Railway Plant. Rome a concession for the construction of a 

railway from Borgo San Lorenzo to Pontas- 

sieve. The cost of the work is estimated at 6,937,677 lire (about 
277,5001.). 
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ITALY —continued, 

The “ Bollettino Finanze, Ferrovie, Industrie ” (Rome) of 1st April 
announces that the Minister of Public Works 
Railway Plant. has approved the plans for the doubling of the 
Rome-Pisa line between Albarese and Ripescia. 
The carrying out of this work will involve the purchase of a sub- 
stantial quantity of permanent way material, which may have to be 

obtained wholly, or in part, out of Ltaly. 


. AUSTRIA~HUNGARY: 
H.M. Consul-General at Budapest (Mr. E. Howard, ©.V.O., C.M.G.)> 
reports that the Hungarian Parliament has 





wurnge ens authorised the Hungarian Government to grant 
Plant. concessions for the building of the following 


lines of railway :— 

1. Kerepes to Géd6llé, length 12°77 kilometres, cost 6,150,000 
crowns (256,250/.) ; steam and electricity. 

2. Nagyszeben to Szentégota, length 72:3 kilometres, cost 
2,746,000 crowns (114,416/.); steam, possibly motors later. 

3. Homonna to Takcsdny, length 26°9 kilometres, cost 3,460,000 
crowns (144,166/.). 

4, Vacz to Budapest and Gdddllé, cost 9,000,000 crowns 
(375,0001.) ; electric. 

5. Kisilva to Oradna, length 20°6 kilometres, cost 2,683,000 
crowns (111,792/.) ; steam. 

6. Hélak to Trencsenteplitz, length 6 kilometres, cost 667,000 
crowns (27,7921.) ; electric. 

H.M. Consul-General has also forwarded the names of the 
concessionaires for the above-mentioned railways: these, together 
with further particulars of the concessions (in Magyar), may be 
seen by British firms on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


An enquiry has been received at the British Consulate-General at 
Vienna from a firm in that city who desire to 


Psi oducad of get into communication with British firms who 
Wesiiiaiasint could completely equip a factory for the manu- 


facture of incandescent electric lamps, or supply 
the machinesand apparatus for their manufacture. 

Communications from British firms referring to the above should 
be addressed to the British Consulate-General at Vienna. 


Electric Lamps. 








BULGARIA: 
According to the “ Oesterreichischer Zentral-Anzeiger ” (Vienna) 
Buildine and of 1st April, the Communal authorities of Varna 
Furnishing have decided to grant toa Mr. Benert a con- 
Materials cession for the establishment of a large hotel, 
which will contain 300 rooms, The cost of 
construction will amount to 3,000,000 francs (120,000/.). The 
hotel will become the property of the Communal authorities in 
fifty years. 
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BULGARIA —continued. 


The “ Zentral-Anzeiger” of 4th April reports that the Bulgarian 
Ministry for Industry and Agriculture, in con- 
junction with the Ministry for Public Works, 
have decided to build a new harbour in Silistria. 
A committee is to be appointed for the purpose of choosing the 
site. 


Harbour 
Construction. 





ROU MANIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports that, accord- 

ing to the “ Bukarester Tagblatt” of 3rd April, 

Railway Plant. the Roumanian Prime Minister and the Minister 

of Finance received on Ist April a deputation 

of citizens from Tirg-Neamtu, and promised to accede to their 

request for the construction of a railway from that town to join the 

Moldavian line at Pascani (the junction for Jassy). The distance 
is about 23 kiloms. 


The “Curier Financiar” (Bucharest) of 28th March announces 
that the Prefecture of the Department of Buzau 
invite tenders for the construction of Law 
Courts at Buzdiu. Tenders will be opened at 
the above-mentioned Prefecture on the 22nd May. ‘Tenderers 
must certify that they have previously carried out similar work. 

The carrying out of this work may wvolve the purchase of a 
quantity of material, which may huve to be obtained wholly or 
in part, out of Roumania, 


Building 
Materials. 


The “ Curier Financiar” of the 4th April contains a notice issued 

by the Roumanian State Railway Authorities 
Railway Supplies. inviting tenders for the supply of :—(1) 2,248 

red-copper jointed smoke tubes; 2,000 kilogs. 
of block and ingot tin; 17,100 kilogs. of iron and steel rivets ; 
2,350 straight and twisted chains; and (2) 121 steel tyres for 
goods waggons, and 197,700 kilogs. of forged, puddled and angle 
iron. 

Tenders will be opened at the Administration des Chemins de 
fer Roumains, Bucharest, on the 22nd April in the case of (1), and 
on the 26th April in the case of (2). 

The “ Curier ” containing further particulars may be seen by 
British firms on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 

It is understood that the above competition is limited to firms who 
may be invited. 
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TURKEY: 


H.M. Consul at’ Adrianople (Major L. L. R. Samson) has 
furnished the following particulars which appear to indicate 
possible openings for trade in the Vilayet of Adrianople :— 


Ploughs are imported from Austria-Hungary and Germany in 
the proportion of 20 and 80 per cent. respec- 

Ploughs. tively. Their cost varies from 241T. to 3LT. 
each ¢2t.- 5s.-dd:-to~ 21. 148. 6d.). They are 

supplied on twelve months’ credit. The bad harvest of 1907 made 
its influence felt during 1908 in the sale of this article, which 
diminished by about 66 per cent. as compared with the prece- 
ding year. The total sales amounted to only 500. 


The chief part of the business in sewing machines is still American, 
though there has been a certain amount of 
Sewing Machines. German competition. American machines are 
sold at 5/.T. to 91.T. (41. 10s. 10d. to 81. 33, 6d.), 
German at 441.T. to 101.T. (41. 1s. 9d. to 91. 1s. 8d.) each. The 
instalment system has been adopted by the agent for the American 
articles. The total sales for 1908 amounted in value to 1,200/., as 
compared with 5001. for 1907. This improvement is due partly to 
the increased circulation of money, and partly also to the fact that 
a large quantity of military clothing has been made up in the town 
by private individuals. 
For leather articles such as saddlery, harness, &c., the local pro- 
ducts hold the market, only the cheapest quality 
Leather. finding asale. A considerable import of leather 
has taken place from Italy and Austria-Hun- 
gary. That from the latter country was replaced to some extent 
at the close of the year by French leather. Prices have ruled at :— 
Italian, 2s. 83d. per kilog. (2°2 lbs.) ; Austro-Hungarian, 2s. 43d. to 
2s. 84d. per kilog. c.i.f. Dedeagach. These leathers are used for boots 
and shoes. The total value of the imports may be estimated at about 
20,0001. Glacé, patent and morocco leathers come from France 
and Germany; the demand for these is steady, and reaches a yearly 


total of 5,0002. 


The chief demand in respect of drugs is for quinine, but this was 
only one-fifth of what it was in 1903, owing 

Drugs. to the marked diminution of fever amongst the 
peasantry. About 80 per cent. of the quinine 

imported is derived from Italy and the remainder from France. 
Prices c.i.f. Dedeagach are :—Italian, 41 fr. 42 c. per kilog., or 
15s. 54d. per lb.; French, 46 fr. 48 c. per kilog., or 18s. 43d. per lb. 
British goods are chiefly represented by bicarbonate of soda, sal 
ammoniac, sulphate of copper, alum, and sulphate of iron. The 
remainder come chiefly from Austria-Hungary and Italy. A con- 
siderable quantity of tartaric acid is in demand. 
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TURKEY —continued. 


The total imports of candles are valued at about 2,000/. yearly, 
80 per cent. coming from the Netherlands and 


Candles. the remainder from France. Prices are as 
follows, calculated c.i. / Uatiegnen ner aan res — 
Francs. 
Dutch jai 94 to 96 or 3 15 3 to 3 16 10 
French isis 105 to 110 or 4 3.114 to 4 7 1l 


A considerable increase in the sale of fire-arms is to be noted, 

chiefly of revolvers, of which some 70 per cent. are 

Fire-arms. Spanish, the remainder being British and 

German makes. The main demand has been 

for the cheaper qualities at prices ranging from 8s. 4d. to 11. About 

2,000/. worth of these have been sold, principally during the last 

four months of the year. Sporting guns come entirely from 
Belgium and cost at factory from 3/. to 81. each. 


Goloshes are very largely used, the annual imports amounting in 
value to 4,000/. About 30 per cent. comes from 
Goloshes. the United Kingdom, 25 per cent, each from 
Russia and America, and 20 per cent. from 
Austria-Hungary. The best quality is British, the cheapest being 
Austro-Hungarian. Prices vary from 23 to 30 pias. (silver) or 
3s. 10d. to 5s. per pair. Those sold to officers have an opening, 
the edges of which are bound in metal at the back to admit of their 
being worn with spurs. 


The sale of woollen sashes or cummerbunds, locally known as 
“ kushaks,” is at present chiefly in the hands of 

“ Kushaks.” a German firm. During the year 1908 an article 

of Bulgarian manufacture, which is but slightly 

inferior to the German product and is cheaper, was placed on the 
market. The total value of this trade is estimated at 4,000/. yearly. 


Further particulars and samples may be seen by British manufac- 
turers on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


A general improvement has been notiveable in the soft goods. 
market consequent on the increase in the amount 
Soft Goods. of money in circulation in the district. British 
trade has shared in this, but no marked advance 

is to be noted in any one line. 


There is a large demand for cotton yarns, the total sales being 
estimated to amount to 30,000/. annually. They 

Cotton Yarns. are used in the making of the coarse “linen” gar- 
ments worn by the peasantry. The local yarns, the 
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TURKE Y—continued. 


sale of which amounts to 12,000/., are of the quality known as 
‘“‘ water ” and come from factories at Yedi Koulé (Constantinople), 
Salonica and Smyrna. Imported yarns are of “ extra hard ” quality 
and come from the United Kingdom and Italy, 70 per cent. being 
from the former country, which supplies the best quality. 


The trade in sugar is, under normal circumstances, purely Austro- 
Hungarian. Austro-Hungarian sugar is of two 
Sugar. kinds, soft and lump, the former being used with 
coffee and for cooking purposes. Soft sugar is 
imported in sacks of 84 kilos. (185 Ibs.) each, and lump sugar in 
cases of 100 kilos. (220 lbs.) each. The total amount of sugar 
consumed during 1908 is estimated at 4,500 tons, of which 3,600 
tons were Austro-Hungarian, the remainder being Russian. Prices 
have ruled as follows :— 
Austro-Hungarian sugar— 


Per 100 Kilos. Per 220 Lbs. 
Krone. os .< -— a a 
Soft... ee .. waweae 2-93 Stel 8.4 
Crystallised ... in eae”. cS See eS 
| Francs. 
Russian sugar,softonly 28to30 1 2 2tol 3 9 


Austro-Hungarian sugar is brought either by sea to Dedeagach 
and thence by rail to Adrianople, or direct by train. The cost of 
freight in the former case is 40 pias. (7s. 3d.) per ton from Trieste 
to Dedeagach, plus 77.5 pias. (14s. 1d.) per ton from Dedeagach to 
Adrianople. By rail vid Belgrade, transport charges amount to 
35 fr. 95 ce. (1l. 8s. 74d.) per ton. Russian sugar is imported 
through Constantinople. 





MEXICO. 


H.M. Legation in Mexico report the publication in the “ Diario 
Hydraulic Oficial ” of the 12th March of a contract between 
mecinantbet ie the Ministry of Fomento and the Mexican 
>" Petroleum Company whereby the latter are 

empowered to utilise water from the River Tamesi, in the State of 
San Luis Potosi, to an extent not exceeding 28 litres per second, 
for the requirements of the company’s industry at Ebano. The 
company undertake to commence surveys for the construction of 
the necessary hydraulic works within six months, and to present 
plans within twelve months, from the date of publication of the 
contract. The construction of the works must be begun within 
two years, and be completed within seven years, from the same 
date. The company are granted the right to import, free of duty, 
all machinery, scientific instruments and apparatus necessary for 
the survey, construction and subsequent use of the works. 
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MEXICO—continued. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of 26th March publishes the terms of a 
modification of the contract between the 
Railway Plant. Mexican Government and the Lerdo-Torreén 
Electric Railway Company, whereunder the 
latter engage to complete the whole of the line from Lerdo to 
Torre6n by the 11th July, 1911. © 


According to the ‘‘ Mexican Herald” of 22nd March, the railway 
track between Guadalajara and Tuxpan on the 
Steel Rails. National Railways of Mexico is to be recon- 
structed, 70-pound steel rails replacing the 

present 56-pound rails. 





CUBA. 
According to the “Iron Age” (New York) of 25th March, the 


demand for sugar-making machinery from 
Sugar Machinery. Cuba is especially heavy. At this time of the 

year estimates of the sugar crop can be made, 
and those in touch with the situation say that never before in 
the history of the sugar industry of the island have the prospects 
been so bright. This will mean that those engaged in the 
sugar industry in Cuba will have plenty of money to spend: it 
is stated that the buying that has been done already this spring 
exceeds that of the entire season of 1908. 





PERU. 


The “ Diario” (Lima) of 4th March publishes among the Parlia- 

mentary estimates, as submitted by the Minis- 

eked tend. terio de Fomento for the year 1909, the following 

caiar Mais ati items :—4,536l. (Peruvian) for the maintenance 

we. Ging eaarheenes of the wireless telegraph stations at Orellana, 

Bridge Construc- p : : 

wah Requefia and Italia (Iquitos); 14,0000. (Peru- 

vian) for various sanitary works in the Andine, 

Paita and Mollendo districts and at Huaraz and Trujillo; 4,500/. 
(Peruvian) for the building of a bridge over the River Santa. 


Electrical 





CHILE: 


The “Diario Oficial” (Santiago) of 10th February contains a 
decree authorising the Minister of Industry and 
Railway Plant. Public Works to issue tenders for the con- 
struction of the El Canelo—El Melocoton 
section of the San Bernardo to Volcan railway. 
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COLOMBIA. 
The “ Diario Oficial ” (Bogota) of 26th Februarv contains a notice, 
Wharf issued by the Ministry of Public Works, grant- 


ing to the Santa Marta Railway Company an 
extension of two years for the completion of the 
second wharf in the bay of Santa Marta. 


Construction. 





URUGUAY. 
Machinery and 
Accessories for See notice on p. 152. 
Coal Prospecting. 





CHINA. 
H.M. Consul General at Shanghai has forwarded extracts from the 
Steel Plate “ North China Daily News,” announcing that 


tenders are invited by the Imperial Tientsin- 
Pukow Railway for the supply of steel plate 
girders as follows :-— 

J. (Indent No. 48).---26 spans of deck girders, 12 feet clear 
span ; 12 spans of deck girders, 20 feet clear span; 60 spans of 
deck girders, 30 feet clear span ; 12 spans of deck girders, 50 feet 
clear span; 2 spans of through girders, 50 feet clear span; 3 
spans of deck girders, 75 feet clear span ; and 3 spans of through 
girders 75 feet clear span. 

IT. (Indent No. 49.).—12 spans of final girders, 12 feet clear 
span; 8 spans of deck girders, 20 feet clear span; 150 spans of 
deck girders, 30 feet clear span; 30 spans of deck girders, 50 feet 
clear span ; and 8 spans of deck girders, 75 feet clear span. 

The above are to be executed in accordance with the instructions 
and to the satisfaction of Messrs. Baker & Hurtzig, of 2, Queen 
Anne’s Mansions, Westminster, from whom full particulars and 
specifications can be obtained. 

The girders must be delivered on the Railway Wharf at Pukow 
free of all charges and at the risk of the contractor not later than 
the 3lst December, 1909, for I., and during the month of May, 
1910, for II. Customs Duty will be arranged by the railway. 

Quotations must be in sterling. Payment will be made ten 
days after complete delivery. 

Tenders should be addressed to the Managing Director, Tientsin- 
Pukow Railway, Southern Section, Nanking, and marked “ Tender 
for Steel Plate Girders, Indent No. 48,” in the case of I., and 
““Tender for Steel Plate Girders, Indent No. 49,” in the case of 
II. They must reach him not later than the 20th June, 1909. 

The Managing Director does not bind himself to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 


Girders. 
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EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


H.M. Consul-General at Boston, Mass. (Mr. F. P. Leay) reports 
mass that an exhibition of textile machinery, mill 
Exhibition of supplies and general textile products will be 


pig ar ng held there from 26th April to Ist May, 
an mets, “C- under the auspices of the Textile Exhibitors’ 
Association. 





ARGENTINA, 


With reference to the notice on p. 215 of the “ Board of Trade 

Dikissicenieend Journal ” of 4th February relative to an ‘inter- 

Railwa national exhibition to be held at Buenos Aires 

E bor mind - in 1910, it is to be noted that copies of the 

eats: thine programme may now be obtained at the office 

’ of the Argentine Consulate-General, 3, Budge 

Row, London, E.C. A copy may be seen by British firms inter- 

ested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Adrianople.—H.M. Consul at Adrianople (Major L. L. R. Samson) 
reports as follows regarding the position of British trade in that 
Vilayet :— 

It is satisfactory to be able to report a definite improvement last 
year, as compared with the year 1907. The articles in which this 
improvement has mainly been shown are as follows, the amount of 
the British import in the preceding year being shown also for 
purposes of comparison : — 


owes | 1907. | 1908. 








| “Vides £ 
Military cloth cee wee ee ee ll 
Hessians _ _ = — 7% vie noel 2.000 4,000 
Sacks for grain ; sisi sas mi on m | 2,000 
Grey cloth sehr cabot) — mt oe - nes! 3,000 12,000 
Oilcloth... .. ove oe ove ove eee 1,000 | 1,200 








British trade is, however, still capable of considerable extension, 
and the following points are suggested for the consideration of firms 
desirous of obtaining a share init. The first and most important 
point is, undoubtedly, the visiting of the district by commercial 
travellers, of whom, up to the present, very few have been seen. ‘T'he 
trade of the Vilayet is not sufficiently large to justify the sending of 
travellers specially from the United Kingdom for this purpose, but 
Adrianople is only nine hours by train from Constantinople, and 
travellers visiting the capital might with advantage receive 
instructions to include Adrianople in their tour. The visit of a 
British commercial traveller invariably creates a certain stir in 
business circles, and far more attention is paid to him than would 
be given to a local man. The few who visited the town during the 
year 1908 expressed themselves as satisfied with the business that 
they did. 

The second point to be noted is the importance of offering terms 
of payment similar to those of foreign firms. The number of 
merchants in Adrianople who are prepared to pay cash for consign- 
ments is very small. The usual terms of payment are four or six 
months from date of invoice, and it may be said without hesitation 
that only on these terms is it possible to transact business to any 
extent. In giving credit of this nature, the employment of a local 
agent is indispensable. The commercial world of Adrianople is 
sufficiently small to enable the financial position of its members to 
be gauged with considerable accuracy by persons in touch with it. 

Advertisement by pictorial means is comparatively rare in Adria- 
nople and the minor towns of the district, so far as British goods 
are concerned. This is particularly noticeable at the railway 
stations, where announcements of Austro-Hungarian and German 
goods constantly meet the eye, and in the hotels at Adrianople, 
Xanthi, Dedeagach and Kirk Kilisse. A judicious distribution of 
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advertisements used in the United Kingdom, the wording of course 
being in Turkish, would probably be found to increase the sale of 
articles advertised. As nothing in the nature of hoardings exists 
in any of the above-mentioned towns, the exhibition of advertise- 
ments must necessarily be confined to railway stations, hotels and 
shop windows. 

Great importance attaches to the language in which commercial 
correspondence is permissible; this should, whenever possible, be 
French, in which language also catalogues should be printed: 
English is quite unknown in Adrianople. 

Finally, it is to be remembered that the district of Adrianople 
is a very poor one, and that only the cheapest articles are required. 
This statement’ is not, however, applicable to army requirements, 
where quality is almost as important a consideration as cheapness. 


Caucasus.—-H.M. Consul at Batoum (Mr. P. Stevens) draws 
attention to the steady development and continued progress that 
German trade is making in the Caucasus, His remarks may be 
of interest to British traders. He states that the influence that 
German manufacturers are getting over tradespeople—through the 
medium in some cases of permanent agents and in others of 
numerous commercial travellers who very frequently visit this 
portion of the Russian Empire—is very great. Long credits of 
from three to six months and in many instances nine’ months 
or a year, are freely granted to traders, and if at the expiration of 
these terms payment for goods furnished is not forthcoming, bills 
are renewed for further prolonged periods, creditors receiving 
interest on the deferred payments. The requirements of the trade 
are ever closely watched and studied by the commercial travellers, 
all details are minutely investigated, and everything possible is 
done to comply with the wishes of the trader. No stone remains 
unturned in the attempt to secure orders and contribute towards 
the promotion and success of trade relations between the two 
countries. 





ESTABLISHMENT OF A BRITISH CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AT SMYRNA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Smyrna (Mr. H. D. Barnham, C.M.G.) 
reports that a British Chamber of Commerce has recently been 
established at that place. Among the objects of the Chamber is 
the establishment of a sample bureau. 

A copy of the objects and statutes of the newly-formed Chamber 
may be seen by British traders interested on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. - 

















116 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. (Apr. 15, 1909. 





COTTON INDUSTRY OF INDIA. 


The following particulars relating to the cotton industry 
(exclusive of hand spinning. and weaving) of India are extracted 
from a preliminary statement received from the Director-General 
of Commercial Intelligence at Calcutta :— 

The Indian cotton industry dates as far back as 1851, when 
the first mill was started, but complete statistics were not reported 
until 1879-80. In the following statement quinquennial averages 
are given from that year, the figures in brackets representing the 
variations, for each period, from the average of the quinquennium 
1879-80 to 1883-4 (taken as 100). Sterling capital has been 
converted into rupees at the average.rate of exchange of the 
period :— 














| Nominal | N vase 
we.ot | -Oagual | umber (in thousands) of 
mills | (in lakhs of | yrar rine 
at work. | Rs.) so far | Persons | | eon 
| as reported. | | employed. | Looms | Spindles. 





1879-80 to 1883-4...| 63 (100) , 657°6(100)| 61 (100) | 14°5 (100) | 1610°6 (100) 
1884-5 to 1888-9 . 4 93 (148) | 887-9 (135)| 75-7 (148) | 18-2 (126) | 2296°8 (143) 
1889-90 to 1893-4... | 127 (202) | 11611 (277) | 116-1 (228) | 25-3 (175) | 3263°8 (203) 
1894-5 to 1898-9 ...| 156 (248) | 1419°5 (216) | 1500 (294) | 36-6 (253) | 4046-1 (252) 
1899-1900 to 1903- 4 195 (310) | 1687-9 (257) | 171-6 (336) | 42+ (290) | 5000-9 (310) 











1904-5 ... 203 (322) | 1757-5 (267) | 196-4 (385) | 47°3 (327) | 5196-4 (322) 
1905-6... | 204 (324) | 1719-7 (262) | 212-7 (417) | 52-3 (361) | 5293-8 (328) 
1906-7... | 217 (344) | 1890-2 (287) | 211-1 (474) | 59-6 (417) | 5546°3 (344) 
a 13 | 227 (360) | 1973-9 (300) | 295-4 (442) | 66-7 (460) | 5763-7 (358) 








“It will be seen that the numbers of persons employed and of 
looms and spindles in operation have increased to a greater extent 
than the amount of nominal capital, which, however, was not 
reported from many private mills. 

At the end of 1907-8 there were in India 227 cotton mills, 
containing 66,718 looms and 5,763,710 spindles. Of this number 
98 were exclusively spinning mills; 13 were exclusively weaving 
mills; and in 116 both spinning and weaving were carried on. 
They employed a daily average number of 225,367* persons, 1.e., 
147,872 men, 39,965 women, 18,693 young persons, and 16,974 
children. Fourteen of these 227 mills were started anew with 
168,280 spindles and 2,830 looms during the year. 

The nominal capital of the mills, so far as this information has 
been furnished, is Rs. 19,73,94,616, including the sterling capital 
of 936,2741., of which 863,5211. is paid up; of the rupee capital 
Rs. 16,27,36,211 is paid up. There are, further, sterling debentures 
amounting to 39,000/., and rupee debentures to the value of 
Rs. 1,51,76,660, issued by 31 companies. Fourteen mills also out 
of thirty-eight worked by private proprietors have not reported the 
capital employed by them, and for these 16 millions of rupees 
would seem to be a fair estimate. The aggregate of the nominal 





* Exclusive of 1,863 persons employed in tiie two mills in Belgaum, details not 
being available according to sex. 
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capital and debentures is thus nearly 229-1 millions of rupees, and 
of this 191°7 millions of rupees or 12°78 million pounds sterling 
is paid up. Only 38 of the mills are owned otherwise than by 
joint stock companies. 

The Bombay Presidency possesses 71 per cent. of the mills and 
spindles and 80 per cent. of the looms. In the Native States and 
French Territory there are 20 mills, with 4,467 looms and 326.512 
spindles, 

Production of Yarn. —The total an of = in the mills 





ieee | Nos. 1 to 25. la Above No. 25. Total. 





| Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
Average, 1896-7 to 1900-1... ..-| 423,906,898 20,082,852 443,989,750 
» 1901-2 to 1905-6... ...| 537,379,018 39,935,969 | 577,314,987 
1906-7... kai ...| 581,378,006 49,175,309 630,553,315 
1907-8 ... ods ---| 556,615,699 57,156,377 613,772,076 





In the last decade the annual outturn of yarn has exceeded 
500,000,000 lbs. in every year except 1900-1, when famine in India 
and the collapse of the Chinese markets restricted production. In 
the following year there was a rapid recovery, but the years 
1902-3 to 1904-5 were marked by stagnation. In 1905-6 the 
production, stimulated by the cheapening of raw material and 
generally favourable conditions in the Chinese market, reached the 
maximum of 655 million lbs. Subsequently, however, the accumu- 
lation of stocks and fluctuations in the Chinese exchange began to 
react on Indian mills, and both 1906-7 and 1907-8 have witnessed 
a considerable shrinkage in outturn. 

The spinning of yarn is in a large degree centred in Bombay, 
the mills of that province producing nearly 75 per cent. of the 
yarn produced in British India.. Bengal produced 7 per cent., 
the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh about 6 per cent., Madras 
6 per cent., and the Central Provinces 43 per cent. Elsewhere the 
production is as yet very limited. 

A noticeable fact is the continued increase in the production of 
yarn of counts higher than number 25, which is as much as 57 
million lbs., being 9 per cent. of the whole production. In Bengal, 
the United Provinces, and the Punjab, yarn of number 25 and lower 
numbers represents 99 per cent. of the whole production. In 
Bombay, however, the spinning of the higher counts (above 25) is 
11 per cent. of the whole, in Madras it is about 8 per cent., and in 
the Central Provinces 5 per cent. Using Egyptian and other 
imported cotton, the Bombay mills are now spinning in 
appreciable quantity yarns of No. 40 and upwards. The 
production of the finer yarns— Nos. 31 to 40—increased to about 
22 million lbs. last year from 17 million lbs. in 1906-7. 
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Cotton Industry of India. 


Production of Woven Goods.—T'he production of woven goods in 
the mills in British India is, so far as reported, as follows :— 


















—— Grey. | Other kinds. Total. 

Lbs. | Lbs. Lbs. 
Average, 1896-7 to 1900-1 ... 80,557,484 | 11,295,460 91,852,949 
1901-2 to 1905-6 ... 109,884,192 | 25,009,533 134,893,825 
1906-7 129,599,268 | 29,402,197 159,001,465 
1907-8 147,598,175 | 33,671,044 181,269,219 








" a 





The weaving mills were less affected than the spinning mills by 
the high price of raw cotton in 1903-4, for there was a considerable 
advance in the price of cloth, both the home and the foreign 
demand being good, and in the following year, when the prices of 
raw cotton had fallen to normal levels, these high prices were 
still realised; in consequence, the production increased by about 
12} per cent. in 1903-4, and by 15°8 per cent. in 1904-5. In the 
two following years the rate of increase was less rapid, but in 
1907-8 the total outturn reached 181 million lbs., an advance of 
14 per cent. 

Weaving is concentrated in the Bombay mills to an even 
greater degree than spinning, the mills of that province producing 
about 85 per cent. of the whole quantity woven in British India. 
The United Provinces produce about 5 per cent., and Madras and 
the Central Provinces about 4 per cent. each. The goods woven 
are mainly grey (unbleached) goods, these representing 81 per 
cent. of the whole production. 

The following table shows the most important kinds of grey 
goods woven in the mills :— 

















Average | Average 
laine 1896-7 to | 1901-2 to | 1906-7. 1907-8. 
1900-1. | 1905-6. 
ey ae Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
Shirtings and longcloths ...| 26,775,437 | 38,611,145 41,521,058 | 46,464,095 
Dhutis oe one ..-| 17,430,468 | 25,448,365 34,638,079 45,977,971 
T-cloths, | domestics, and | | 
sheetings ..-| 17,619,727 | 19,376,545 22,637,974 | 23,111,493 
Chadars ... 9,059,381 | 13,628,457 15,479,529 14,470,120 








| 
The proportion of woven goods other than grey goods was 
highest in Madras, where last year it was about 53 per cent. In 
the Central Provinces the proportion was about 27 per cent. and 
in Bombay 17 per cent. 
Figures of imports are not readily comparable with figures of 
production, since the former are recorded in yards and the latter 
up to the year 1906 were recorded in lbs., with the exception 
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of grey goods. The figures for grey and bleached goods are as 
follows (in millions of yards) :— 





—— Imported. Produced. 
Average 1896-7 to 1900-1 ... ve wes 1654-21 | 319-55 
“gi,  * 7 4) LARRY 1741-6 : 457°38 
», 1906-7 oe wae eos aoe 1793-45 | 571-82 
5, 1907-8 bec oes soe ses 1987-31 | 650-05 











The yardage of coloured piece goods from April, 1906, was as 
follows (in millions of yards) :— 





—- Imported. Produced. 
| 
Average 1906-7 rn ile mi ca 524°75 | 110°03 
1907-8 bes sae een van 544-41 | 128°13 


Production of Yarn and Woven Goods in Non-British Territory.— 
To the figures given above for mills in British India may be 
added the production in Berar prior to the 1st October, 1903, and 
in the Native States of Mysore, Indore, Baroda, Nandgaon, 
Bhavnagar, Hyderabad, Wadhwan, Quilon, Kishengarh, and 
Ujjain, as follows :— 








Yarn. Woven Goods. 
| ‘ — ee 
Nos. 1 | Above | m.. Other | m,. 
to 25. | No. 95,| -otal. Grey. Total. 





kinds. 





-—__ — - $$ $$ —- —————— — 





Average 1896-7 to 1900-1 | 8,700,997 321,672) 9,022,669 2,576,912 114,698 /2,691,610 
»» 1901-2 to 1905-6 19,106,940, 916,344/20,023,284 5,366,540) 319,098)/5,685,678 


1906-7... ss |21,717,703)1,429,442/ 23,147,145, 6,490,920] 275,473|6,766,393 
1907-8... ... |22,693,271/1,829,768 24,523,039 7,485,954) 296,556|7,782,510 








The production of the four mills in Pondicherry has not been 
reported. 





FOREIGN TRADE OF INDIA IN 1908, 


The Board of Trade have received from the India Office the 
following statement showing the value of the foreign seaborne* 
import and export trade (not including Government transactions) 
of British India (including Burma) for the calendar year 1908. 
The figures for 1907 are added for purposes of comparison :— 





* The coasting trade. between Indian seaports is not included in this statement 
nor is the trade across the land frontier of India. 
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Foreign. Trade of India wm 1908. 














(a) Textile ... 














Imports. 
a 1907. 1908. 
I, Live animals, fc food and drink, and narcotics— 4 £ 

(a) Live animals sib ane 294,910 246,681 

(6) Food and drink.. 10,811,144 | 12,710,510 

(c) Narcotics (opium and tobacco) 532,489 550,051 

Total, Class I. 11,638,543 | 13,507,242 

il. Raw materials— 

(a) Textile (including twist and yarn) .. 3,159,089 4,227,439 

(6) Metals 560,661 827,031 

(c) Other (including chemicals and drugs) 3,219,737 3,015,243 
Total, Class IT. 6,939,487 8,069,713 i 

Ill. Manufactured articles— 
.| 32,959,876 | 31,125,763 





























(6) Metals (including hardware and cutlery) .. 9,506,224 | 10,486,739 
(c) Other (including machinery, railway material, 
dyes and oils) ioe we “se .| 20,525,632 | 22,823,235 
Total, Class III. ... .| 62,991,732 | 64,435,737 
IV. Coin and bullion— 
(a) Gold 13,406,849 7,119,749 
(5) Silver 7,174,840 9,900,032 
Total, Class IV. .| 20,581,689 | 17,019,781 
Total imports {102,151,451 (103,032,473 
_ Exports (including Re- ae of Foreign Goods). 
_— | 1907. | 1908. 
], Live animals, food and drink, and narcotics— | £ £ 
(a) Liveanimals ... . ‘ 150,469 115,007 
(6) Food and drink.. ...| 30,467,146 | 23,229,091 
(c) Narcotics (opium ‘and tobacco) 6,032,118 5,946,962 
Total, Class I. 36,649,733 | 29,291,060 
Il. Kaw materials— 
(a) Textile .| 35,861,822 | 26,729,633 
(6) Metals 845,585 603,625 , 
(ec) Other (including chemicals and drugs) 21,845,810 | 15,718,751 
Total, Class II. .| 58,553,217 | 43,052,009 
III. Manufactured articles— 
(a) Textile (including twist and yarn) . .| 21,238,931 18,936,196 
(b) Metals (including hardware and cutlery) . 187,655 126,966 
(c) Other (including machinery, railway 
material, dyes and oils) : ...| 8,835,588 7,791,651 
Total, Class III. ... 30,262,174 | 26,854,813 
IV. Coin and bullion— 
(a) Gold 2,172,915 2,455,342 
(5) Silver -| 1,205,239 1,447,713 
Total, Class IV. ..| 3,378,154 3,903,055 
Total exports .-..£28,843,278 |103,100,937 


———— 


N.B. —Rupees have been converted into sterling at Rs. 15 per £, the rate at 
which the pound sterling is legal tender in India under the Indian ‘Coinage Act 


af 1899. 
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PACKING OF GOODS FOR EXPORT. 
H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg (Sir W. Ward, C.V.O.) has 


forwarded the following translation of a circular issued by a 
leading Hamburg steamship company calling the attention of its 
customers to the insufficient and careless packing of goods 
sent from Germany, more especially to oversea countries, and giving 


detailed advice regarding the packing of goods. Sir W. Ward 


remarks that though these suggestions doubtless contain nothing 


new, yet it may be useful to bring them to the notice of many 


exporters in the United Kingdom :— 
‘The receipt from abroad of numerous and well-founded com- 
plaints regarding the inadequate packing of goods, destined more 


especially for transportation by sea, render it desirable to direct the- 


attention of exporters to this important subject. 

‘The comparatively greater importance of providing proper 
receptacles for goods which are to be transported abroad by 
sea, than by land, render it obvious that not only much stronger 
material should be used for packing them, but that the strength of 


the material should be proportionate to the weight of the contents. 


of the receptacles. 

‘‘ During loading or unloading, and also during the sea voy- 
age, the receptacles, t.e., the cases, bales, casks, &c., are exposed 
generally to very severe handling and treatment, particularly 
through the unequal pressure from above; and also through the 
yet more dangerous pressure from the sides, by which the recep- 
tacles are liable to be pressed out of shape. 

‘‘The numerous marks, such as “ With Care,” ‘‘Glass,” ‘“ Don’t 
Drop,” &c., which are intended to draw attention to the weakness 
of the package, are entirely useless, because (firstly) there is in 
most cases no possibility of following these directions, and because 
(secondly) the persons employed in handling the goods are, as a 
rule, unable to read them. If, therefore, the exporter wants to be 
sure of his customer receiving the goods undamaged, he should 
give his whole attention to providing a _ substantial packing 
suitable for sea transport. 

‘ In the first place the cases should be made of boards which 
are so strong and inelastic that they cannot be pressed inwards 
temporarily and then return to their former shape, a condition 
of things which is frequently made use of by international thieves 
for their purposes. 

“The sides of cases, moreover, should form one solid whole, 
which can be effécted either by fastening the boards together 
with glue, or better still, by wooden cross fastenings inside. The 
lid and bottom of the case in particular should be securely made and 
fastened, and should in no case project beyond the sides, and 
attention should be given to the outside being as smooth as 
possible. 4 

“The cases should be fastened down with strong iron wire. 
nails of uniform quality, whenever screws cannot be used. 

‘Strong iron hoops should be fastened round both ends and 
also round the middle of the case. Particular attention should be 
paid to the ends of the iron hoops, in order to avoid the possibility 
of their being torn off, or of their damaging other goods. The 
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Packing of Goods for Kaport. 





use of so-called safety clamps is to be warmly recommended, as an 
excellent preventive against the cases being opened without visible 
traces. 

‘“ As regards the contents of the cases, especially when they are 
heavy, these should be very tightly packed so as to prevent them 
from moving about or settling down. Valuable goods, such as 
silk stuffs, cloth, &c., should, whenever zinc-lined cases are not 
used, be packed in watertight canvas, as rain or other liquids 
soaking through may cause damage to the goods, and this would 
have to be paid by the shipper. 

“The weight of each case should ordinarily not exceed 100 to 
150 kilogrammes (2 to 3 cwts.). If the cases have a greater 
weight, the material of which these are made should be corres- 
pondingly stronger. 

‘Goods packed in bales should be secured against the possibility 
of falling to pieces by strong and securely fastened iron hoops ; 
and, especially when damage to the goods is to be feared from 
the use of bale hooks, which is often unavoidable, the placing of 
pieces of wood under the iron hoops is strongly to be recommended. 

‘‘When solid goods are packed in casks, attention should be 
paid to the probability of their settling down (as already 
mentioned). Flour, cement, nails, pieces of steel, &c., owing to 
the shaking during railway carriage, decrease considerably in bulk 
when they are packed in casks. One result of this is that the top 
lid of the casks is deprived of its support from below, and at the 
least pressure is liable to be forced inwards. Liquids should only 
be shipped in faultlessly made casks, and the hoops of these should 
be carefully examined before they are shipped. In the case of 
casks which have been used before, special attention should 
be given to closing up any holes which may have been bored in 
them. 

‘‘ When a new article of trade, which requires special handling, 
is first introduced, shippers should confer directly with the companies 
or persons who undertake the transport, as to the best method 
of packing the article.* 

‘With regard to the marking of cases, this should be done in 
the simplest and plainest possible letters. Letters which may 
easily be mistaken for others should be avoided. One letter alone 
should never be used. The marks, numbers, and the place of 
destination should be plainly marked in indelible ink or paint; and 
on cases, they should appear on both front sides in letters at least 
five centimetres (about two inches) high. 

‘* Whenever receptacles are used a second time, former marks 
should be completely effaced. In the case of goods for which 
the ordinary marking cannot be applied—such as wooden or 
iron poles—coloured marks should be used; and in the case of 
machinery and similar goods, solid labels should be attached to 
the same by wire and the marks should be written on these.” 








* This recommendation is obviously limited to the matter of ocean transport. 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF GERMANY IN 1908. 


The “ Deutscher Reichsanzeiger” of 26th March publishes a 
provisional tabulated statement of the mineral production fof 




















Germany in 1908, as compared with the preceding year. The 
following are the principal items :-— 
1907, 1908. 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
| 
I, Minerals— | Metric tons. | 1,000 marks.' Metric tons. 1,000 marks. 
Coal te 143,185,691 1,394,271 | 148,537,417 | 1,531,740 
Lignite | 62,546,671 156,347 | 66,746,057 | 169,878 
Graphite .. oes 4,033 | 201 4,844 248 
Asphalt ... soe 126,649 | 1,087 89,009 | 774 
Petroleum ma 106,379 | 7,056 | 141,900 | 9,942 
Rock salt | 1,285,138 | 5,939 1,327,453 | 5,982 
Kainit veo{ 2,624,412 | 36,117 2,589,804 | 37,027 
Other potash salts ..| 8,124,956 | 30,527 3,500,635 | = 33,885 
Iron ore ... ; | 27,697,128 | 119,186 | 24,224,762 98,129 
Zinc ore ... wl _ 698, 425 | 42,293 | 706,441 | 34,985 
Lead ore . ; * 147,272 | 20,132 | 156,842 | 15,637 
Copper ore 771,227 | 26,702 | 727,384 | 25,357 
Silver ore and gold ore.. 8.279 | 1,126 | 7,654 | 862 
Cobalt ores 4,878 | 425 | 6,081 | 500 
Manganese ore ... | 73,105 | 881 | 67,693 | 815 
Pemties. cc cco ccd = ORR 1,722 | 219,455 | 1,988 
II. Salts (various)— | | | | 
Salt - 665,416 | 16,473 | 665,413 | 18,519 
Potassium chloride 473,138 | 53,108 508,622 | 56,251 
Magnesium chloride ...| 32,891 | 500 | 29,775 | 562 
Glauber salts | 80,347 2,299 | 72,667 | 1,996 
Potassium sulphate 60,292 | 9,319 55,755 8,563 
Magnesium sulphate 41,105 | 870 42,976 | 826 
Potassium magnesium) | | | 
sulphate or 33,368 2,654 33,149 | 2,786 
Sulphate of alumina 59,473 | 3,725 54,122 | 3,348 
IlI. Products of reduction | | 
works— | | 1 | 
Pig iron ... a ..| 12,875,159 | 824,077 || 11,805,321 | 715,314 
Zinc , 208,195 | 96,573 | 216,490 |. 86,006 
Lead, pigs, ‘bars, &e. 142,271 | 54,479 | 164,079 | 46,541 
Litharge .. oes 4,325 | 1,772 | 5,339 | 1,622 
Copper ingots - eel 31,946 61,497 | 30,001 | 37,688 
Sulphuric acid, undistilled 1,268,813 | 34,890 | 1,257,218 | 34,218 
. merrnernt 124,585 | 5,117 || 128,522 | 5,214 
IV. Products from pig ] | 
iron— } 
Castings, second fusion | 2,553,446 480,824 | 2,306,678 422,426. 
Wrought iron and steel— | 
a. Crude blooms, mill | | ] 
bars & cement steel | 40,443 | 4,821 26,306 2,978 
b. Finished wrought | | 
iron products ... | 617,900 | 104,722 || 491,318 75,423 
Cast iron and cast) | | | 
steel— | | } | 
a. Ingots. 670,882 | 65,034 || 690,186 | 58,768 
b. Slabs, billets, &e.. 4 1,980,495 | 191,260 || 1,899,228 | 166,265 
c. Finished cast iron | | | | 
products... | 8,736,010 | = 1,319,254 8,125,749 | 1,164,626 
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COTTON GROWING IN THE BRITISH. EMPIRE. 


According to the Report of the British Cotton Growing 
Association for 1908, the quantity of cotton grown more or less 
directly under the auspices of the Association during the years 
1906-8 may be approximately estimated as follows :—- 





1906. 1907. 1908, 





Bales (400 Ibs.)/Bales (400 Ibs.)|Bales (400 Ibs.) 
West Africa-— | | 























Gambia a -” one — | — 
Sierra Leone ... ia ons 150 100 dasha 
Gold Coast... nee is 200 | 250 200 
Lagos ... ad ioe 6,000 | 9,500 | 5,500 
Southern Nigeria... ooo | 150 | 250 | 200 
Northern Nigeria... ins 1,000 | 1,500 | 500 
mee St. 7,500 | 2,600 | 6,400* 
| | 
East Africa— | | 
Uganda oe be se 500 | 2,000 | 5,000 
British East Africa ... ia 200 > 200 | 300 
Nyasaland... sot con 2,200 | 2,300 | 1,500 
Rhodesia aie _ oe 100 | 200 | 300 
gas ae ee ee 3,000 | 4,700 | 7,100 
——— | CP memone ees —_— 
West: Indies... ae et bine 5,500 | 6,500 | 7,000 
Sind ... x ae yee ies 1,000 1,800 | 2,000 
Sundries... si _ sais 200 | 300 | 500 . 
Grand total wiih Fost 17,200 | 24,900 | 23,000* 
Approximate total value... £260,000 | £390,000. | £360,000 





* During this year there was drought in West Africa. 





MINING IN THE CAUCASUS. 


H.M. Consul at Batoum (Mr. P. Stevens) has furnished the 
following information regarding the mining industry in the 
Caucasus :— 

The Caucasus is one of the richest regions in mineral wealth in 
the world, but owing to the inertness and poverty of the popula- 
tion its riches remain practically undeveloped. 

Copper mining made but little progress in the direction of 
healthy development in the year 1908. It is reported that a new 
British company are about to start on a copper enterprise in the 
province of Batoum. 

It is interesting to note that, besides copper, silver-lead, zinc, 
iron, sulphur, cobalt, antimony, coal, graphite, asbestos, fire-clay, 
cement and manganese are also found in varying yuantities. ‘The 
last-mentioned mineral torms one of the principal branches of 
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Mining in the Caucasus. 





industry in the country ; a short outline of the conditions which 
influenced the manganese trade, which was very depressed 
throughout 1908, is given below: 

In June and July, 1908, the manganese producers of the 
Caucasus, who had fallen into heavy financial embarrassments 
owing to the curtailment of exports of ore since the beginning of 
1907, anxiously expected that a change for the better would take 
flace so soon as the period for the termination of contracts made 
for the supply of manganese ore to European markets from India 
should expire. When the time drew near, however, they found 
that the trade was becoming actually unremunerative; in the 
second half of the year a Jarge number of producers at Tchiaturi 
found themselves compelled to shut down their mines, and many 
had even to resort to the final liquidation of their businesses. Only 
two or three of the sounder firms were able to continue to produce 
manyanese during the year, and these solely for the purpose of 
completing old contracts, since new business was not forthcoming. 

This deplorable condition of the Caucasian manganese industry 
can be ascribed to two reasons, viz., the unhealthy state during the 
year of the iron industries of Europe, and the high rate charged 
‘ by the State for the transport of the ore on the Tchiaturi branch 
ot its railway. The price of manganese ore at the mines in 1908 
was 5 c. per pood, or about 6s. 6d. a ton, as compared with 
16 to 18 c. per pood (21s. to 23s. 6d. a ton), in years when the 
industry was in a flourishing condition. 

India and Brazil, which compete with the Caucasus in the 
manganese markets of the world, are understocd to have the 
advantage over the latter in the proportion of capital engaged, in 
the cost of production, in cheaper labour, in absence of labour 
troubles, and in reduced railway rates for transporting the ore and 
low shipping expenses at port of loading. 

H.M. Consul is further of the opinion that, although the exces- 
sive tariff rates enforced by the railway and the several other 
more or less burdensome and arbitrary requirements of its officials 
undoubtedly served to impede the regular progress of the Cau- 
casian manganese trade, much blame for the present unsatisfactory 
state of the trade is to be attached also to agencies more closely 
connected with the industry than with the railway. The existing 
anomalies have also to be ascribed to the imperfect methods by 
which the trade is carried on, and until they are removed it is 
useless to expect the advent of any appreciable improvement in 
the manganese ore trade from the Black Sea. 

The total quantity of manganese ore transported by the Trans- 
Caucasian Railway from Tchiaturi to the seaboard during 1908 was 
22,222,250 poods (858,423 tons), and a total quantity of 
24,683,212 poods (398,116 tons) was exported from Poti and 
Batoum. These figures show a decline of 12,094,000 poods 
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Mining in the Caucasus. 





(195,065 tons) of ore transported by the railway and a 
decrease in exports from Poti and Batoum of 8,847,335 poods 
(142,618 tons), or a difference of 18°68 per cent. as compared with 
the exports for the year 1907 from the same two ports. 

The decline in shipments to Russia from Poti was still more 
marked, viz., 84°68 per cent. The stocks of ore in depéts on Ist 
January, 1909, were 70,380,000 poods (1,134,000 tons), against 
94,591,000 poods (1,525,661 tons) on lst January, 1908. 

Mineral Oil.—Although an improvement in the exports of 
mineral oils from Batoum took place during the year 1908, the 
trade was depressed. Prices of oil at Baku were fairly high 
during the year, but the wells are apparently giving signs of 
exhaustion. The production was calculated to be about 10 per 
cent. short of that in 1907, which itself was comparatively 
small. Producers have to drill their wells to a very much greater 
depth than was the case in former years, and as the result is 
problematic and the sinking of a well costs nearly 4,500/. or even 
5,000/., producers are not inclined to undertake the drilling of new 
wells; all the old wells which have been producing for so many 
years past are more or less played out. Unless, therefore, new 
territory is discovered, it is the general opinion that the wells at 
Baku will only be able to continue to produce sufficient oil for 
home consumption, with no margin for export to foreign countries. 
Towards the end of 1908 a slight spurt took place in the exports 
of mineral oil products from Batoum, and at the present moment 
the trade seems to be very brisk, but it is thought that this 
improvement is likely to be only of a temporary character, seeing 
that when the navigation of the Volga opens there is sure to be a 
diversion of the trade in that direction. 

The number of cases of petroleum shipped from Batoum in 1908 
was 2,026,104, and the number of cans exported during the same 
period was 2,549,450, which together represent an actual kerosene 
export in cases of 5,941,492 poods (21,389,364 gallons). The total 
quantity of kerosene exported in bulk was 17,507,204 poods 
(63,025,940 gallons), and the grand total of kerosene exports 
amounted to 23,448,696 poods (84,415,304 gallons). The total 
exports of other petroleum products, in which are included mazont, 
spindle oil, lubricating and engine oils amounted to 19,801,369 
poods (71,291,236 gallons). 

The grand total of the petroleum products that were shipped 
from Batoum to foreign countries during 1908 was 43,250,065 poods 
(155,706,540 gallons), against 37,073,586 poods (133,464,912 
gallons), in the year 1907, and 30,999,197 poods (111,597,609 
gallons) in 1906. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have made an Order, under 
the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1908, 
revoking their Order of the 20th November last, 
which prohibited the landing in Great Britain 


Importation of 
Live Animals 


U pee hm. ol " of live animals brought from the States of New 
nied BUales. —_ Jersey and New York, in the United States of 
America. 


Animals brought from either of those States may now be landed 
at any Foreign Animals Wharf in Great Britain for the purpose of 
slaughter thereat. 

The Order prohibiting the landing of live animals from the State 
of Pennsylyania, as well as the Orders prohibiting the landing of 
hay or straw from the States of New Jersey, New York, Maryland, 
Delaware and Pennsylvania, still remain in force. 





DOMINION OF CANADA. 
An Appraiser’s Bulletin (No. 309) dated 18th March has been 
received, giving the following Customs decision 
Customs Decision. with effect from lst April, 1909, regarding the 
duty leviable on “ pea nut butter” on importa- 
tion into the Dominion of Canada :—- 





Auttedn Tariff | British Preferential | General Tariff. 


item. | Tariff. 





| 
| 18 | Bcentsperlb, | 4 cents per lb. 
| | 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Government Notice 
Additional Duties (No. 195 of 1909) issued by the Transvaal 
Government on the 12th March last giving 
on Bounty-Fed the followi ised list of special duti 
Sugar. e following revised list of specia utiles 
payable on bounty-fed sugar imported into 
the Transvaal from the under-mentioned countries in accordance 
with the note to Heading No. 37 of the South African Customs 
Union Tariff :— 


Pea nut butter 














Rates of Additional Daty on 
| Bounty-fed Sugar. 
Countries, Pe Se Spree 


| Raw. | Refined. 





d. 
Argentine Republic .-. per 100 lbs. 5 6 | . ry 
Brazil oo 
Chili ... 
Denmark ane 
Japan éde sve eee - —_ 
Mexico bie ail ae ‘a We 
Nicaragua ... oni eee - 12 6 
Roumania be at a ) 
Russia _ sai icine ‘ 7" 2 
Spain... ‘ 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





EGYPT. 

The Egyptian “Journal Officiel ” for the 29th March contains the 

SE Oran following revised Valuation Tariff for use in 

Tariff for assessing import duties on stearin candles. The 

Secs Gemiiiien Tariff, which was to come into force on the lst 

‘ April, is to remain in operation for a period of 

six months (7.e., until the 30th September next) or until denuncia- 
tion :— 





| Valuation per kilogramme 
| gross (including wrapping but 











| . 
Brands. | ate we 
Former. Present. 

“Ta Lune,” “Eléphant,” “Sperme,” and also; Milliémes.t Milliémes.t 

“Oriental” and “Cristal” and the “ Spécial ” | 

of the “ Manufacture Royale d’Amsterdam ” ... | 31 29} 
“ Rosa” and “ Gouda Sultani”; also ‘‘ Luxe” of 

the “ Manufacture Royale d’Amsterdam” _,,,, | 45 433 
“Gouda Special”... an von aes ose | 36 343 
“ Extra” of the ‘* Manufacture Royale d’Amster- | 

dam ” and from Roubaix ... im _ ian 37 354 
All other brands of stearin candles sme ica] 40 385 








* Duty is leviable on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
+ 1,000 milliémes = £E1 = 11. Os. 6d. 


MADAGASCAR. 

With reference to the notice at p. 511 of the “ Board of Trade 

Journal ” for the 12th September, 1907, respect- 

gist on ing the export duty of 40 centimes per kilo- 

pe. gramme net levied on rubber exported from 

Madagascar and its Dependencies, the Board of Trade are now in 

receipt, through the Foreign Office, of copy of a French Presiden- 

tial Decree, dated the 15th March, 1909, providing that the export 

duty in question shall remain in operation until the 31st December, 
1909. 








SERVIA. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 8] of last week’s 
‘‘ Board of ‘l'rade Journal,” respecting the Com- 

— ““ pected mercial Treaty between Pe sa mh and 
pede the Servia, the attention of persons interested in 
heme = the trade with Servia is drawn to the fact that, 
“Conventional” OY to the application of the Servian “General” 
Tariff Tariff to Austro-Hungarian goods, the Servian 

; Customs Authorities will require the production 

of certificates of origin in the case of any goods for which the 
rates of the Servian ‘‘ Conventional ” Tariff are claimed. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


TURKEY, 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
telegraphic information to the effect that 
the Turkish Government have decided to 
exempt maize imported into the Aidin 
Vilayet from Customs duty for a period 
of three months. 


Maize Imported 
into the Aidin Vilayet 
temporarily Free of 
Duty. 





CHINA, 
Attention is directed to the notice at p. 130 of the present issue of 
the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” 
respecting the special taxes to meet 
the cost of improving the water 
communications between Tientsin 
and the sea. 


Special Taxes for the Improve- 
ment of Communication 
between Tientsin and the Sea. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


RUSSIA. 

H.M. Consul at Batoum (Mr. P. Stevens) reports that, after pro- 
longed and most difficult negotiations, the 
attempts made to effect a combine of the ship- 
ping interests for the transport of kerosene and 
residuum on the Caspian have at last been 
crowned with success, and the shippers are 
finding that, by entering into this combine and being content with 
smaller profits, each individual can now hope to secure his share of 
the transport on a paying basis. 

The work of organising the combine and the allotting of the 
quantities to be shipped during the coming navigation should, says 
H.M. Consul, be a matter of no great difficulty. 


Shipping Combine 
for Kerosene 
Transport on the 
Caspian Sea. 





NETHERLANDS. 
H.M. Legation at the Hague report that a Government Bill has 
; been adopted by the Second Chamber of the 
Deepening of States-G siieeel for the deepening by three 
the Waal. . ! 
metres of the River Waal, one of the main arms 
of the Rhine delta: According to the explanatory statement, traffic 
on the Waal has more than doubled within the last ten years, and 
has greatly increased in comparison with traffic by rail. The 
present plan provides for the making of dams projecting into the 
river at right angles to the shore in order to catch the sand ; the 
silting up of the places between these dams will, it is anticipated, 
result in the deepening ef the river bed. The Government propose 
to complete the improvements in the Waal in eight years’ time, at 
a cost of two and a-half million florins (208,000/.), and have asked 
a credit of 150,000 florins (12,500/.) for the current year. 
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Shipping and Transport. 


—————————— ee - 





ROUMANIA. 
H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports that, 
New Q t according to the ‘‘ Bukarester Tagblatt” of 
oe 3rd April, the adjudication has taken place for 
Braila. the building of new quays at Braila, the 
estimated cost of which was about 26,4001. 





MEXICO—-UNITED STATES—CANADA. 


Information has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade to the effect that 
the Tehuantepec National Railway Company 
have made a traffic agreement with the Jebsen 
line, which is to run a monthly service of freight 
and passenger steamers, subsidised by the 
Mexican Government, between Central American 
ports and San Diego, San Francisco, Puget 


New Steamship 
Service between 
Pacific Ports of 
Central and North 
America, in con- 
nection with 





ee Sound and British Columbia, calling at Salina 
awRy- Cruz, the Pacific terminal of the Tehuantepec 
Railway. 
URUGUAY. 


H.M. Minister at Monte Video reports that the Chambers have 
sanctioned the establishment of a free zone in 

nara connection with the new Port of Monte Video ; 
Monte Video. in this zone merchants will be able to trade, 
store their goods, and re-embark them free of any duties. A grant 
of 50,000/. has been made for the initial expenses from the Port 
Works Fund, and a “‘ Free Zone Debenture Loan” of 1,000,000 
dollars, at 6 per cent. interest, and 1 per cent. accumulative amor- 
tization, has been raised. It is believed that the revenue of the 
free zone will be sufficient to meet the service of the loan. 
Uruguayan dollar = 4s. 3,,d. 


a 








CHINA: 


H.M. Minister at Peking reports that it is proposed, with a view 
to the improvement of water communications 


n f . . : 
Improvement of tween Tientsin and the sea, to continue 


en, zest moe dredging operations on the Taku bar, and to 
¥ a i m make a fourth cutting in the river Haiho which 


will reduce the length of waterway between 
Tientsin and the sea by seven miles. This work is estimated to 
cost altogether 870,000 taels. The expenditure is to be met by 
river dues of 4 per cent. of the Customs duties, and a shipping 
tax of one mace (53d.) per ton. It was expected that the new 
scale of taxation would come into force from lst February last. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A formal investigation was held in the Guildhall, Canterbury, on 
the 6th April, into the circumstances attending 
the explosion of the boiler of a road locomotive 
on the high road, near Sarre, Kent. The Com- 
missioners found the owner to blame, but, taking 
into consideration all the circumstances of the case, made no order 
as to costs. 


Enquiry under 
the Boiler Explo- 
sions Act. 





NEW SOUTH WALES. 


According to the “ Argus” (Melbourne) of 20th February, asbestos 

Sthiiiiinan iisat and wolfram deposits have been discovered at 

Wolfram Little River, Porter’s Retreat, in the Lithgow 

Dtisnnentan* District. The wolfram lode, which has been 

‘a opened to a depth of three or four feet, is, says 

the ‘“‘ Argus,” solid and defined; the asbestos lode shows plainly 
on the top and in very large quantities. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a report by the South 
. ” Mix G:82@< Australian Government Geologist on recent 
ineral ; . as ; d ool Fe 
Discoveries in meral_discoveries and on boring operations 
the Northern 2 the Northern Territory. The report, which 
Denvidery contains some particulars of copper, tin and 
gold discoveries, may be seen by British firms 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





TRANSVAAL. 


According to the “South African Commerce and Manufacturers’ 
Record” for March, a company has been formed 
Graphite. in Johannesburg with a capital of 10,000/. to 
work the graphite deposits recently discovered 

in the Pietersburg, district. 

The main reef of the deposits is said to be seven feet in thick- 
ness, and, according to the latest report, the working shaft is in 
graphite on all sides for its whole distance, the bottom appearing 
to be solid pure graphite. A second body, four feet wide, has 
been cut into and found to be underlying the main reef, separated 
from it by a layer of schistose rock. The whole body of graphite 
is thus about eleven feet across. At the other points where the 
reef is opened up the same widths of ore body are found. 
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Minerals, Metals and Machinery. 





SPAIN. 

H.M. Consul at Bilbao (Mr. A. Maclean) reports that, according to 
the latest official publication, the production of 
anthracite coal in the province of Palencia 
during 1907 was 10,462 tons, obtained entirely 
from two mines. He has also been informed 
that other seams now being worked are producing 90 to 100 tons 
a day of very clean and good anthracite, of which some 30 tons 
are large size. On these washing plant is in course of erection. 
From other mines close to Guardo, 215 kilometres (134 miles) 
from Bilbao, in the province of Leon, but adjoining the frontier 
of Palencia, it is expected to obtain 80,000 tons per annum when 
the working plant is complete, There are also in Leon two 
other fields of anthracite, respectively 800 hectares (2,000 acres) 
and 1,400 hectares (3,500 acres) in area. These two coal pro- 
perties, adds H.M. Consul, are too distant from a port to allow of 
export from them at present, but the projected secondary railway 
from Ponferrada to San Estoban de Pravia would make them con- 
siderably more accessible. This railway would, however, traverse 
very large and virgin coalfields further north which could put good 
anthracite f.o.b. at a lower rate. 


Anthracite in 
Palencia and 
Leon. 





URUGUAY. 


H.M. Minister at Monte Video reports that a measure has passed 

through the Uruguayan Chambers authorising 
Coal Prospecting. the Executive to employ 30,000/. in survey and 

borings for the discovery of coal in Uruguay. 
For this purpose it may purchase the necessary machinery and 
engage a technical staff from abroad, who will be under the Ministry 
of Public Works. Itis generally believed, says H.M. Minister, that 
coal is to be found in serviceable quantities in the Departments of 
Cerro Largo, Treinta y Tres and Minas, where the explorations 
will probably begin. 





AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 10th April, 1909, 
were as follows :— 
Wheat bas ie ies . 378. Ad. 
Barley ae ve — ooo 208: Od. 
Oats vas si s00 oo eas, TOM. 
For further particulars see p. 136. 
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Agriculture. 





ARGENTINA, 


H.M. Consul at Rosaric (Mr. H. M. Mallet) reports, under date of 

2nd March, that the wheat and linseed crops, 

Grain Exports. owing to the prolonged drought, have not given 

nearly so large a yield as was anticipated. The 

maize crop has also suffered considerably in some districts, both 

from drought and damage by locusts. ‘The following, says H.M. 

Consul, may be taken as a fairly correct estimate of the quantity 
there will be for export during the current year :— 





| Kstimated quantity for export in 
| 1909. 
| Actual Exports - 











1,100,000 | 3,000,000 


in 1908, nerenencmemnennatet 
. | From entire 
From Rosario. | country. 
| Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
Wheat ree nei _ 3,600,000 | 1,100,000 2,600,000 
Linseed pon she eae 1,790,000 | 450,000 1,250,000 
Maize eit ane oes 1,065,000 | 








JAPAN (FORMOSA). 


H.M. Consul at Tamsui (Mr. A. M. Chalmers) reports that the 
¢ exports of camphor from Formosa in 1908 showed 

Expres ¢ a falling-oif of about 33 per cent. as compared 
Camphor. with 1907. ‘The distribution of the export for 
the two years was as follows :— 














—— | 1907. 1908. 
| 
To— ee Sa 
Hong-Kong, ultimate destination Europe ae él | 1,904,933 | 561,600 
United Kingdom ‘ oni és ove _ ... | 648,000) 460,000 
India vid Hong-Kong nee wed a — — _ 4,000 
France... ote we wile ‘ons dis _ oe] — 278,666 
Germaby owe 0 eee sos see one ove | — 53,333 
United States... bos ae ja — one ... | 588,900| 870,400 
Japan ... vn ine _ = - vis a7 — | 536,734 
Transhipped at Kobe— | | 
To United States... ite Sed iin aie ..- | 1,046,400 | an 
,, India _ ees eee sea as wee vee | 33,333 | 
Total ... oer es. we vee = wee | 4,121,566 | 2,764,788 








nn - 


The total export to Europe in 1908 was 1,353,599 lbs., as 
against 2,452,933 lbs. in 1907, a decrease of 1,099,334 lbs. The 
serious decrease in the export of camphor is due chiefly to the 
competition of synthetic camphor and the increased export from 
‘China, assisted by the low price of silver in the latter country. ~~ 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended 8th April, 1909, 
was 40,194 (including 339 bales British West 
African and 207 bales British East African), 
and the number imported during the fourteen weeks ended the 
8th April was 1,784,581 (including 2,503 bales British West 
Indian, 2,179 bales British West African, 2,738 bales British East 
African and 278 bales foreign East African). The number of 
bales exported during the week ended the 8th April was 4,156, 
and during the fourteen weeks 93,321. 
For further details see p. 136. 


Cotton Statistics. 


A statement showing the number of receiving orders and o 
wisitiiite administration orders under Sec. 125 (Deceased 
Statistics. Debtors’ Estates) of the Act of 1883 gazetted 
in England and Wales during the month and 

three months ended March, 1909, will be found on pp. 137-8. 





NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The following statistics of the imports (including bullion and 
specie) into Newfoundland, and of the exports 
of Newfoundland produce, during the years 
ended 30th June, 1907 and 1908, are taken 
from the Newfoundland Customs Returns for those years :— 


Trade in 1907-8. 




















, Exports of 
| Imports (including 
| Bullion and Specie). ager ser sages 
roduce. 
From and to— : bi: 
1906-7. 1907-8. 1906-7. | 1907-8. 
af | eae 

Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars, 
United Kingdom .-.| 2,669,934 | 2,668,802 | 1,437,154 | 1,172,253 
Canada... ne iii .| 3,669,098 | 4,257,597 | 1,532,608 | 1,7>7,949 
British West Indies ... 286.617 265,572 429,486 422.373 

Ceylon ... oa cee 49,244 74,224 — -- 
American West Indies 1,896 1,415 90,921 85,213 
Argentine Republic ... — — 149,940 128,550 
Brazil ... -_ 527 5 | 2,063,439 | 2,017,805 
Germany 31,259 44,929 187,432 294,159 
Greece ... 23,136 42.863 170,885 200,934 
Netherlands 33,497 36,968 146,316 150,702 
Italy 795 1.216 | 1,331,518 | 1,200,150 
Portugal 46.104 22,938 | 1,841,968 | 1,733,346 
Spain ... ves _ _ 75,322 133,582 994.303 | 1,174,196 
United States of America ..| 3,417,359 | 3,859,892 | 1,342,380 | 1,125,400 
Other countries 121,252 108,108 191,657 156,298 
Total ../ 10,426,040 (11,516,111 (11,910,007 |11,649,328 


























Dollar = 4s. 11d. 
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Miscellaneous. 





NYASALAND PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Handbook of 

Siheciitiaiety ‘ani ties Nyasaland,” comprising historical, statistical 
and general information concerning the Nyasa- 

Colony. 

land Protectorate. 

This book, which contains much useful information regarding 
the Colony, though not a Government publication, has been pre- 
pared in the Government Secretary’s Office, Zomba, Nyasaland, 
from official and other sources. 





NORWAY: 

With reference to the notice on p. 517 of the “ Board of Trade 
Temporary legis- Journal,” of 4th June, 1908, relative to the 
Ste dune bre prolongation until Ist April, 1909 of the 
Sale of ~ a od temporary laws regarding the acquisition by 
Waterfalls aa foreigners of mines, waterfalls, and forests in 
menoranet He Norway, H. M. Legation at Christiania now 
Foreigners report that the temporary laws in question 
have been again prolonged until further notice, 

but not beyond the close of the present session of the Storthing. 





MEXICO. ' 
H.M. Consul at Tampico (Mr. H. W. Wilson) has forwarded an ex- 
Seilieben ot tract from the ‘“‘ Monterey News,” from which it 
c nes oaglie +  ppears that the candelilla plant, which grows 
mecsue'y Cole great abundance in Mexico, especially in the 


ware States of Nuevo Leon, Chihuahua, Coahuila, 
pa ra Tamaulipas, Durango, Zacatecas and Aguasca- 
aes lientes, contains a high percentage of wax. The 


wax is light in colour, very hard, and is stated to have a very high 
melting point. 

A sample of the plant, together with a sample of the wax 
extracted therefrom, forwarded by the Consul, may be inspected 
by British firms interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





PANAMA. 


H.M. Minister at Panamé writes that it should be generally known 
_ in accepting the transfer abroad of a con- 
Transfer of Contracts: 1 +.-+ made with the Executive Power in 


: ee from t the Republic of Panama, in which free 
mia i tog importation of anything provided for in 
woperepquneth:. 4 the concession is stipulated, that it has no 


National Assembly. legal effect until approved by the National 
Assemblv. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 14 weeks ended 
8th April, 1909 :— 















































Week ended ae Week ended | !4 = 
—— 8th April, . || 8th April ayy one 
1909 Sth April 1909 ’ | 8th April, 
1909. | 1909. 
| 
| | 
| IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
| Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American oe! 32,134 1,508,034 3,276 65,287 
Brazilian . vine ee) 733 6,630 — 1,755 
East Indian ... ne veo SD 40,822 526 12,234 
Egyptian... de vee} 4,835 210,889 75 12,478 
Miscellaneous oo vee! 749* 18,206+ 279 1,572 
Total...  . —ss| 40,194 =| 1,784,581 || 4,156 | 93,321 
| | 








* Including 339 bales British West African and 207 bales British East African. 

+ Including 2,503 bales British West Indian, 2,179 bales British West African, 
2.738 bales British East African and 278 bales foreign East African. 

Notrse.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for transhipment under bond,” éf described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 10th April, 1909, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. Oats. 








ie ¢ aie 4 & @ 
0 


Week ended 10th April, 1909 ... $7 4 | 28 18 10 


Corresponding week in-- 
1902 ... ost va 








oes ove — i oe 27.—C 1 21 1 
1903 ... sain oes oes _ Se 21 6 _ = 
1904 ... coe sos ove 200 a. 2 22 6 16 4 
1905 ... nee sae abe _ | 30 8 24 3 17 6 
1906 ... bee oon wee 200 —h ae ae 24 4 19 
1907 ... ose see see see “wa | 23. = 9 18 6 
1908 ... oes one oe eee mim 3 | 25 10 ie 








* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial] pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 





Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders under 
Sec. 125 (Deceased Debtors’ Estates) of the Act of 1883 gazetted 


in the undermentioned Principal Trades and Occupations during 


the periods indicated :— 












































Three months 
March ended 
March. 

1908, | 1909, | 1908. | 1909, 
No. No No. No. 

Total gazetted... se one one oe.) 421 416 1,171 1,173 

‘Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Grocers ete ove oii ao @& 27 63 83 
Publicans and hotel ities &c. eee oot §6s 26 75 59 
Builders ow oe ae eee ove 39 18 104 58 
Bakers ons tie eee ce oct 16 23 40 50 
Farmers and graziers “a : 9 17 47 47 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, dc. ... «| 10 8 37 32 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, dic, .. se — ees 8 6 30 31 
Tailors a oe ee! ee ae - ae oe 7 26 29 
Butchers... “i a are oii 12 10 29 238 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers... 7 12 15 26 
Clerks, commercial and general... ... 6 5 17 25 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... ... 4 13 16 25 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. eve ene eee 8 8 19 24 
Carriers,carmen,lightermen,and hauliers  ... 6 5 14 20 
Agents, commission and general ee a 4 15 17 
Corn, flour, seed, hay and straw merchants Ate 

dealers... one ‘ ae ous 2 6 9 17 
Fishmongers, poulterers, na occ ove one 9 7 17 15 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers coe eee 1 9 7 15 
Generaldealers _... oss oe ose cee 3 6 il 13 
Jewellers, watchmakers, silversmiths, &c. 5 3 10 12 
Provision merchants eee cee eee _ 4 2 12 
Oonfectioners oes ove ose coe eee 5 1 14 11 
Carpenters and joiners... 2 cee eee 4 4 12 11 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, in vee ove 5 5 7 11 
Saddlers and harness makers q 5 11 
Solicitors ... ese ove cee eee 3 1 10 10 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 7 3 14 u 
Tobacconists, &c. ... one ees eee 3 1 9 9 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ... 2 3 7 y) 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 








Three months 




















March, ended 
March. 
1908. 1909. | 1905. | 1909. 
No, No. No. No 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions—continued. 

Auctioneers ... one ove ace ove oe 2 5 6 9 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, Sas eee eee 3 2 6 9 
Lodging-house keepers cee cee ee 1 1 6 9 
Furniture dealers and makers cee ove 8 2 13 8 
Bicycie, &c., manafacturers and dealers one 4 2 12 8 
Travellers, commercial, &c. ove ove eee 8 3 8 8 
Hairdressers... - re ee 5 4 6 8 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 3 3 4 8 
Gardeners, florists,&c, ... - wn ove 1 4 3 7 
OCurriers, tanners, and leather merchants we 1 3 2 7 
Ironmongers ons ove exe ene 5 1 15 6. 
Printers, booksellers, and publishers ... oe 7 3 10 6 
SE aa a a 4 2 8 6 
Engineers and founders, &c. ‘as one sin 3 3 8 6 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses eve 8 2 6 6 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors “—- a 1 2 4 6 
Millers aa. aa na. aa 1 3 6 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. bia cag * lal 4 2 9 5 
Clothiers, outfitters,&c. ... oe ee 4 — 9 5 
Brokers, stock andshare ... 9... ses ae 3 2 6 5 
Officersin Army ... oe oe ove | — 3 5 5 
Contractors - - ~— os 3 _— 5 5. 
Architects and surveyors ... eee eee - 2 2 4 5 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... 4 3 10 4 
Stationers... ve soe ne ove eos 3 1 9 4 
Carriage, &c., builders... ose eee one 1 _ 5 4 
Stone, marble and monumental masons | — 3 1 4 
Merchants, general ‘ 2 ] 12 3 
Cattle and pigdealers __... —-— - =< «= 1 3 3 
Wheelwrights on = _ eee os 2 2 6 2 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. ... ene 2 1 5 2 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. wi ove cee ove 1 I 4 2 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers ..| — 1 8 2 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... | = 1 2 2 
Cotton spinnersand manufacturers... _ _ 2 a 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1909, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 

of 1s. 4d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 

Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes and a 
Supplement of the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for the supplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in- 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, ‘and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
‘British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 

BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The ‘‘ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the March 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in February; Cost of Living 
in French Towns ; Royal Commission on the Poor Laws; Railway 
Conciliation Boards; Amendment of Law relating to Employment 
of Women and Children in Germany; Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following Consular Reports of the Annual Series have been 

issued during the past week :— 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 4,185. Trade of Antung, 1908. 


Principal towns in Consular Agricultural products of 
district, and chief products of Eastern Manchuria. 
each. Yalu River timber industry. 
Trade routes. Imports and exports in 1908. 
Drawbacks to commercial Reconstruction of Antung- 
development. Mukden Railway. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1¢. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 4,187. Finances of Colombia. 


Customs receipts. 
Salt revenues. 
Details of receipts from other 


taxes and sources of revenue. 


Estimates for 1907 
1908, and receipts in 1907. 
Expenditure. 


Public debt. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORT. 


The following report has been issued by the Colonial Office 
during the past week :— 


No. 596. 


Swaziland, 1907-8. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Ofhcers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
the lst January, 1909, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed i in Italic type. 








and 








No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
EUROPE— Japan 
Belgium : 672 | Raw Silk Daietes and 
4182 | Antwerp, Shipping, 1908 ...| 64d. Habutae (Japanese Manu- 
Jactured Silk)... 3d. 
Italy : 674 | Matting Industry ... | 14d. 
4183 | Southern Italy, 1908 mao Sugar Industry of South 
678 | Agriculture of Southern 675 | Formosa, 1908 ... wo] 13d. 
Italy sae ove | 2. Mining Industry in the 
676 | Hokkaido ... ee.| 1}. 
pean 
4181 | Goa, 1907... ld. Persia: 
4184 | Azerbaijan, 1906-8 ... wee} 2d. 
Sweden. 4179 | Bushire, 1907-8 wo] 40, 
4186 | Finances, 1907 ld. 
Switzerland: AMERICA, SOUTH— 
4178 | Budget, 1909 ie 1d. Colombia : 
4187 | Finances ical | dd. 
ASIA— 
China: WEST INDIES— 
4185 | Antung, 1908 34d.|| 4180 | Cuba, 1907 ... -_ .| 1}. 



































Apr. 15, 1909. | THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





141 





Government Publications. 





Treaty Series. 


Ltd., Fetter Lane, London, E.C. :— 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office 
since lst January, 1909, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 








No. 


Price. 





Bulgaria. 

7 Additional Agreement between the United Kingdom and 
Bulgaria modifying the Convention of Commerce, Customs 

Duties, and Navigation, of 9th December, 1905 ie 


Spain. 

3 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and Spain, 
renewing for a further period of five years the Arbitration 
Agreement signed at London, 27th February, 1904 


Italy. 
2 Exchange cf Notes between the United Kingdom and Italy, 
renewing for a further period of five years the Arbitration 
Agreement signed at Rome, Ist February, 1904... oss 


Turkey. 

1 Protocol between the United Kingdom, Austria-Hungary, 
France, Germany, Italy, Russia and Turkey respecting 

Turkish Customs Duties ade one ote swe dale 


Colombia. 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Colombia pro- 
viding for the Settlement by Arbitration of Certain 
Classes of Questions which may arise between the two 
Governments cee 


or 


4 Accession of the United Kingdom to the International Con- 
vention signed at Berne, 26th September, 1906, prohibiting 
the use of White (Yellow) ee in the Manufacture 
of Matches =e eee cee 


6 International Agreement respecting the creation of an 
International Office of Public Health sai 











hd. 


id. 


1d. 


1d. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Ltd., Fetter Lane, London, E.C. :— 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions, issued 
since lst January, 1909, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons,. 











Miscellaneous— 
57 CC Uganda: Report by the Governor on a Tour Praesens the 
Eastern Province .. ae 








No. Place, Price. 
Annual— 

594 Northern Nigeria, 1907-8 ... lld. 

595 Basutoland, 1907-8 3d. 

596 | Swaziland, 1907-8 ... 6d. 


3hd. 
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Confidential information. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings abroad for British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and in order to attain more fully the 
purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. Other 
British firms desiring to have their names entered on this Register 
should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
a form of application, copies of which may be obtained at the 
offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. ‘he annual subscription to the 
Journal, including postage, is 15s. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

NotE.—Apart from the special Register, the Branch is always 
ready to answer, as far as possible, enquiries on specific questions 
in the interest of British trade. 
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Commerolal intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as -the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations-concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of Canada and Queensland have established, 
in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basing- 
. hall Street, special offices for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelhgence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of ‘‘ Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 


Australia.—The Commonwealth of Australia have offices at 
72, Victoria Street, Westminster, 8.W. Enquiries may be made 
there as to Customs requirements, the Commonwealth Tariff, 
marking and description of goods, trade marks, patents and designs. 
Letters should be addressed to “The Representative of the 
Commonwealth of Australia.” 
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COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


New Zealand.—A Commercial Department is established at the 
Office of the High Commissioner, 13, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W., where information respecting the agricultural, pastoral, 
mining and other resources of the Dominion, and particulars. 
concerning trade and industries, tariff regulations and commercial 
statistics can be obtained. Permanent exhibits of New Zealand 
products are maintained for public inspection both at the Imperial 
Institute and the Crystal Palace. ‘ 

Queensland.—The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., where a representative 
attends daily to give information to enquirers regarding trade, 
mining, and all other matters relating to Queensland. Specimens 
of products representative of the pastoral, agricultural, and mining 
industries of Queensland are on view. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 

New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General's Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products ofthe country. Full information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 

South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
E.C., where specimens of every description of South Australian 
produce are now displayed. This Department will supply, free 
of cost, full information regarding the exports from South 
Australia of all sorts of produce. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope: 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com- 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c. 

Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal 
produce are on view. 

















